They feel that the conditions which they are being required
to sign before possession is actually given them are such that
it will not be possible for "them to conduct their business
etc. with respect in the face of so much interference and
supervision by the Government.
"Besides, they say, since the Pakistan Government
have promised the minorities 'generous treatment5 it does
not behove them to treat non-Muslim businessmen in a dif-
ferent manner. A leading businessman said : eNo such
restrictions are being imposed on Muslim traders and busi-
nessmen.5 "
TRUST BEGETS TRUST
I dealt with the disappointment only the other day,
Whilst the information may be quite accurate, it does
not necessarily vitiate what the Muslim friends told me.
They have not only their own reputation to keep but
also of those in the Union whom they represent and of
the Pakistan authorities who gave them the assurances.
Let me add, too, that the friends are in touch with me.
They came in today. As I was silent and busy writing
my prayer speech, I could not afford to see them. They
have, however, sent me the assurance that they are not
idle; they are prosecuting their peace mission. I warn
my correspondent against being hyper-suspicious and
hyper-sensitive. He will lose nothing by believing. Dis-
belief is a treacherous mate. Let him beware. For my
part, I am unrepentant. I have trusted all my life with
my eyes open. I propose to trust these Muslim friends
too till they prove themselves untrue. Trust begets trust.
It gives you strength to combat treachery. If there is to
be return on either side by the evacuees to their homes,
it will be only by the means I have adopted and am
pursuing.